In many developing countries, agricultural and food systems are undergoing a major transformation towards high-value and modern supply chains. In export markets, standards and certification systems are gaining in importance, while domestically, the role of supermarkets and hypermarkets is growing. Transformation of retail structures comes along with a modernisation of procurement systems. Super-and hypermarkets in particular increasingly switch from buying through spot-market transactions to contractual agreements with farmers, often through specialised intermediaries.
